MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
Hardy's story and this was done in England and at the Union Square Theatre in New York, where Frederick de Belleville played the leading part. Daly was in no wise involved in this suit. In our version Ada Rehan was Kate Verity and I her impetuous lover, Lieutenant Erick Thorndike.
In Dandy Dick I played the caricature role of Major Tarver. This play was not a real success, nor was The Cabinet Minister. When Ada Rehan heard and read the part that was assigned to her in the latter, she refused to play it. She insisted, and with a great deal of justification, that the leading woman's role offered her no opportunities. Isabel Irving played it instead.
When we played The Magistrate, Pinero came over to superintend the production. Daly wanted to put Ada Rehan into the part of Cis Farringdon, the boy whose mother will not allow him to grow up, as this will fix her own age. Daly thought that because Ada Rehan had made a success as a boy in some of the old comedies she could do this modern boy. Pinero would not have it. He threatened to take his play away from Daly if the latter were to persist in this casting.
Pinero, himself, brought over from London E. Hamilton-Bell to play the boy and he was very good in the part. Bell later designed the costumes for The Tarn*s novel and taking.
